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Communication & Language

Term Autumn | Autumn & Spring | Spring & Summer | Summer &
Main Theme Marvellous Me Celebrations Whatever The Now and Then Mini Beast Detectives | The Next Chapter
Weather
Educational The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-
Programme and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and

quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial.
Bg commentmg on what children are interested in or do'mg and echomg back what ’cheg say with new vocabu[arg added,
practitioners will build children’s Language effec’cheLg. Read‘mg frequenﬂg to children, and engaging them actLveLg in stories,
non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a
range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, s’corgte[['mg and role p[ag, where
children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to
elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.

Autumn |
L'Ls{:en'mg, Attention
and Understand'mg

Listens with interest to
familiar adults, sounds,

songs and rhymes.

Begins to focus attention
during short adult-led

activities.

Can shlft attention when
prompted by an adult.

Understands and foLLows
smeLe, famLLLar
instructions.

Begins to understand and]
respond to simple
questions such
as ‘what?” and “where?”

Autumn &

L'Ls{:en'mg, Attention
and Understundlng

Listens to short stories,
songs and rhymes with
increasing attention.

Maintains attention for
short pertods during
adult-led activities.

Responds appropriately
to familiar tnstructions
and questions.

Follows a smeLe
instruction in a range
of famLLLar contexts.

Begins to understand
questions about
fo.mLLLo.r experiences
and events

Spring |
L'Ls{:en'mg, Attention
and Understand'mg

Listens carefuuy to

SJCOF‘LBS, rhgmes cmd songs.

Pays attention to what
others say and responds

appropriately.

Can shift attention
between dlfferent

activities when requtred.

Understands and follows
an lnstruction

containing two parts.

Understands a wider
range of questions,
including “who?”, "what?”
and “where?”

Spring &
L'Ls{:en'mg, Attention
and Understand'mg

Listens attentively in a
range of sttuations.

Maintains attention
durmg whole-class,
smaLL—group and
independent activities
for increasing perLods‘

Responds appropriately
to what they hear.

Understands “who?”,
“what?”, “where?” and
“Why?" questions.

Follows instructions
involving more than one
step.

Summer |
L'Ls’cen'mg. Attention
and Understand'mg

Maintains attention
during whole-class and
small-group activities.

Listens attentively to

adults and other children.

Responds to what they
hear with relevant
comments, questions or
actions.

Follows anreas‘mg[g
detailed instructions.

Understands “why?” and "ho

w?” ques’cLons and gives

appropmate responses.

Asks questions to cLarLfy
their understanding.

Summer &
L'Ls{:en'mg. Attention
and Understundlng

Listens attentively and
responds to what they
hear with relevant
questions, comments and
actions.

Demonstrates
understandmg durmg
whole-class discussions,
small-group interactions
and stortes.

Makes relevant comments
about what they have
heard.

Asks questions to clarify

their understanding.
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Participates in sustained Holds conversations

back-and-forth when engaged
in back- and-forth

Begins to ask

Demonstrates
questions to check

understanding of

vocabulary and concepts or develop their conversations.
introduced through understanding exchanges with adults
learning and play. and peers.
Speak‘mg Speaklng Speak'mg Speak'mg Speaklng
Uses recently introduced Participates in small-

Speak'mg
Communicates needs,
ideas and interests using

Uses talk to organise
ideas, exp[am pLag and
communicate with

Uses anreas'mg[g detailed

sentences to communicate group, class and one-to-

vocabuLarg across

Uses anreas‘mg[g
dtfferent contexts. one discussions, offer'mg

complete sentences to

words, phrqses or smeLe express needs, tdeas and tdeas.
sentences. experiences. others. their own ideas.
Uses talk to organise Retells familiar events
Talks about familiar Begins to use talk their thinking and play. [Uses a growing range of and stories in an Uses recently tntroduced
vocabulary introduced appropriate sequence. vocabulary appropriately.

people, objects and confidently during play.

experiences.

through stories, topics

Uses recently introduced
and experiences.

Talks about something | vocabulary in appropriate

that has happened to contexts.

Offers explanations for Offers explanations for
why things might happen. why things might happen.

Begins to join in with
Describes fquLLar

famLLLar songs, rhgmes them.
and repeated phrases. Begins to describe events |events in an appropriate Expresses ideas and Fxpresses ideas and
Begms to use new tn grea’cer detadl. sequence. feengs using anreasmgtg fee[‘mgs about their
Begins to vocabulary introduced complete sentences. experiences using fu[[
communicate with through stortes, Takes turns during Begins to explain ideas sentences.
adults and other conversations and conversations with and give simple reasons. Uses talk conftdenﬂy in
children durmg pLag. proviston. adults and other sma[L-group, whole-class Uses past present and
children. Participates in and one-to-one foture
Engages in short conversations, taking situations. ¢ ) )
. enses appropriately, with
back-and-forth turns and responding X
modelling and support
conversations with to what others say Uses language to where needed
adults and peers. explain thinking and i
develop ideas. Uses conjunctions to

connect ideas and
extend sentences, with

modelling and support

where needed




